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a brand new era
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Should I stay, or should I go now?

Should I stay, or should I go now?

If I go, there will be trouble

And if I stay, it will be double

So come on and let me know

…

(The Clash)

AI, we better learn to deal with it
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Today’s topics

̶ GenAI and the perspective of quality in education

̶ The influence of GenAI on writing assignments
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AI = intelligent agents, which are systems that 

can reason, learn, and act autonomously

Mimic Human Thinking

neural network

Based on slides “Generative AI en de impact op het onderwijs”, Bryan Verfaillie, Mit Leuridan (Ghent University – Faculty of Economics and Business Administration, 2024)

Ramsri Goutham

(https://ramsrigoutham.medium.com/)



= Large Language Model (LLM)

best known = GPT

▪ GENERATIVE= generates

▪ PRETRAINED = trained on a lot of text

▪ TRANSFORMERS = predict the next word based on the 

previous one

chat function → prompts
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INTRODUCTION

Based on slides “Generative AI en de impact op het onderwijs”, Bryan Verfaillie, Mit Leuridan (Ghent University – Faculty of Economics and Business Administration, 2024)
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? Competencies ?

is using Chat GPT similar to using a GPS ?

if I've never learned to analyze texts myself, I'm not in a position to verify if ChatGPT is tricking me
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̶ deal with challenges GenAI brings

‒ inform students/lecturers about GenAI

‒ ‘understanding’ or ‘pattern recognition’ 

‒ quality of prompts & quality of output

R. Njotea, ChatGPT confronteert ons met onze vooroordelen jegens Palestijnen, De Standaard, 19/10/2023
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‒ rethinking the teaching approach

‒ learning with GenAI

̶ e.g. reflect on output

‒ writing skills

‒ e.g. master’s dissertation → assessing drafting skills? (cfr. 

programming skills)

‒ assessing how all available instruments are used to come to a 

balanced, thoughtful end result

writing is thinking
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dilemma

- focus on ‘old fashioned’ competences (e.g. knowledge)

- artificial ?

- how to train professionals tomorrow ?

➔ what competences/skills → required by labour market

➔ need for “domain specific knowledge” 
‒ framework for critical thinking (AI: assessing (hallucination) – dependency) 

‒ insight (in a field of study) and its concepts, rules and their interrelations/field of applicability…

prerequisite for AI-literacy
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- what about generic competencies/skills

- summarizing

- analysing

- research methods

- drafting

- creating

- problem solving
- replaced by AI

- supported and enhanced by AI

➔ is it important the student still masters them (to a certain

extent)…or not ?

➔ short term/middle(-long) term: evolution ?
- writing is…thinking
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background: importance of writing in process of academic growth (conceptualising, 

abstract thinking, proper logical reasoning,….)



WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

17

̶ Education and Examination Code (Ghent University, academic year 2023-2024)

̶ Art. 78, § 2
̶ Committing plagiarism is considered to be a form of fraud. 

At Ghent University, plagiarism is considered to be a form of fraud and an 

irregularity. To commit plagiarism is to present (parts of) a source as one’s own 

original work, or to present it as one’s own original work without (correctly) 

crediting the source. Plagiarism also comprises the use of text or a product 

created by a generative system (unless, and to the extent that, a lecturer-in-

charge has allowed the use of such a system) or by a ghost writer as one’s own. 

Plagiarism can affect various product types such as text (written, oral), image 

(photos, videos, graphs, diagrams, figures...), music, data files, structures, 

line(s) of reasoning, ideas.

BUT

- students (most students) use GenAI-tools for writing assignments

- GenAI-tools can be used for all aspects of the master’s dissertation 
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writing skills

̶ society → teach students to use AI tools responsibly and critically  

̶ responsible use of AI-tools is an important additional competencye

̶ AI is ‘new reality’ → our task: give students a realistic framework 

for their behaviour

̶ invest in AI literacy
but: evaluation of the master’s dissertation → 

assumption that dissertation is written without the 

use of GAI tools. 

Based on slideshow “De masterproef en andere schrijftaken in 2024-2025: de impact van generatieve AI”, 
Directorate of Educational Affairs (Ghent University), 2024
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̶ Guidelines Ghent University 2024-2025 (see: https://onderwijstips.ugent.be/en/tips/chatgpt-een-

generatief-ai-systeem-met-impact-op-he/)

Education and Examination Code 
(Ghent University, academic year 2024-2025)
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Responsible use

̶ awareness of risks and dilemma’s
̶ ability to deal with them properly

̶ privacy

̶ reliability

̶ research integrity

̶ Ethics

̶ inequality

̶ ecology

̶ ….  

Based on slideshow “De masterproef en andere schrijftaken in 2024-2025: de impact van generatieve AI”, 
Directorate of Educational Affairs (Ghent University), 2024
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̶ ‘revisit’

̶ learning objectives (before and after GenAI)

̶ assessment (before and after GenAI)

‒ output (‘product’)

‒ defence

‒ process

adapt

learning

objective

adapt

assessment 

methode

rethink

product 

evaluation

rethink

defence

rethink

process

evaluation
complex, 

academic

competences

holistic rubrics

dealt with

in other

course

still

relevant ?

impossible

to assess

Inspired by UGent: handleiding herbekijken masterproef

GOOD USE OF GEN AI: SOME IDEAS

- exercise at course level/programme level

- writing assignments → validity: assessment in 

controlled setting

staff ?

https://onderwijstips.ugent.be/media/uploads/handleiding_masterproef_herbekijken.pdf
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Gen AI-literacy as an extra learning objective

(in master’s dissertation/prior in programme ?)
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focus: responsible use of Gen AI

explain/explicate how Gen AI is used during 

the master’s dissertation process ?

UGent: handleiding herbekijken masterproef

preamble

overview of promts

text versions

critical reflection

…

https://onderwijstips.ugent.be/media/uploads/handleiding_masterproef_herbekijken.pdf
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̶ GenAI: curse or bless ? → inevitable

̶ master’s dissertation → ‘cornerstone’ competencies/skills 

̶ assessing the master’s dissertation → past and future

long live the master’s dissertation…he’s dead. welcome to the funeral
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GenAI → harmful or helpful

- Is it harmful or helpful? Examining the causes and consequences of generative AI useage among university students, Abbas., M (et al.), international Joural of 

Educational Technolog in Higher Education, 2024 (n° 21)

While ChatGPT may aid in managing heavy academic 

workloads under time constraints, students must be kept 

aware of the negative consequences of excessive 

ChatGPT usage. They may be encouraged to use it as a 

complementary resource for learning instead of a tool for 

completing academic tasks without investing cognitive 

efforts. 

While ChatGPT's ease of use might be alluring, fostering an environment where 

students derive satisfaction from mastering challenging concepts 

independently can mitigate overreliance on generative AI tools. Also, 

recognizing and rewarding students for their genuine intellectual 

achievements can create a sense of accomplishment that may supersede the 

allure of quick AI-based solutions. 
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since this topic is constantly evolving, let’s share ideas.

̶ questions, comments, suggestions, good practices

Bertel.DeGroote@UGent.be
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