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What role is ascribed to Universi1es of Applied Sciences?
 
What conceptualisa1ons of the UASs ́ `applied´ doctorate 
emerge? 

How do the requirements of collabora5on fit into this?

What are (some of) the quality assurance implica5ons? 

Guiding questions



Introduction of Universities of Applied Sciences* and student numbers

Time of introduction of UASs and 2023 student numbers by type of institution (source: Statista 2024a, b; HRK, 2023)

*  `Universities of Applied Sciences´ include: Ammattikorkeakoulu´ (AMK), `Politécnico´ (PPP), `Fachhochschule´ (FH), 
`Hochschule für Angewandte Wissenschaften´ (HAW)

Austria Finland Germany Portugal

Type of HEI University UAS University UAS University UAS University UAS

UAS introduced in - 1993 - 1991 - 1969-1972 - 1988

Students 280,000 65,000 167,000 173,000 1,730,000 1,160,000 110,000 65,000



Development of Universities of Applied Sciences in the EU - selected drivers

• Labour market demands and massifica5on

• Bologna and other reform ini5a5ves

• Academisa5on of former voca1onal educa1on 
(ongoing process, depending on country)

• `Mission shi<´ 
• from prac)ce-oriented teaching-only, based on 

research 

• to original (applied) research and 3rd cycle educa:on



Country  highlights – the doctoral education continuum 

Fi
nl
an

d • No right to award 
doctorates

• Some collaborative
doctorates

• Legislative and 
research con-
version

• `Practice drift´
• Discussion about

doctoral education
started 2024

Au
st
ria

• Collaborative doc-
toral programms

• Degree awarded by
university

• Special funding for
collaborative
doctorates, linking
basic and applied
research com-
petences

• Academisation

G
er
m
an

y • Experimental phase 
in 2/3+ Länder

• Since 2016
• 3 different models
• Some funding
• Special criteria for

UAS
• Different quality

criteria
• Research doctorate
• Academisation

Po
rt
ug

al • Field levelled: same 
accreditation 
process and criteria

• Since 2023
• Compete on equal

footing: evaluation
of R&D units

• Same quality
criteria

• Research doctorate



Quality-dimensions of the collabora>ve paradigm

Role aGribu1on, func1onal differen1a1on, `applica1on-
oriented´ research

Quality assurance, collabora1on, career orienta1on, 
qualifying staff

Permeability, qualifica1on opportunity, career 
possibili1es

Systemic

Institutional

Individual



Quality challenges in a collaborative research setting

„practice-oriented“, „practice-based“, 
„applied“, „use-applied“, „application-
related“, “application-oriented“ … research

• `Appliedness´ implies non-monodisciplinarity, i.e. 
collaboration across disciplines

• `Embeddedness´ (region and beyond): SMEs, 
industry, non-industry, etc.

• Universities, other HEI, extra-mural research

• Appropriateness of funding (opportunities)
• What are proper indicators, e.g. for impact?
• Individual Doctoral Education Plan (IDEP)?

• Assessment? (CoARA: research and researcher)



What´s in it for QA then?

• Emancipatory development

• „Same“ – „equivalent“ – different? 
• Na1onal phenomena emerging from domes1c ecosystems 
• No harmonised QA for 3rd-cycle-educa1on in the EHEA
• QA for collabora1ve doctorates o[en flawed

• Career orienta1on and employability ✓



Discussion 
Ques+ons

Do UAS need the same or di*erent quality criteria 
and the same or di1erent quality assurance as 
universities?

How must quality assurance at UAS be organized 
to ensure high-quality postgraduate research in a 
multi-cooperative, non-monodisciplinary and 
application-oriented context?

Does the quality-oriented development towards an 
increased responsibility of UASs for postgraduate 
researchers also harbor insights for universities?

„Is the UAS doctorate  be the `better´doctorate?“

What could the role of universities be in the process 
of establishing the new responsibilities of the UASs? 



Thank you!


